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This rather handsome robust young male koala 
was admitted to the hospital at the end of Octo-
ber this year courtesy of a dog attack 
(Staffordshire Bull Terrier). 
 
Unfortunately his big well muscled body was no 
match for a powerful dog such as a Staffi. It is not 
our policy or view to condemn the dog itself in 
these matters. How the dog has been trained, 
cared for, housed or whatever falls back entirely 
on the owner of the dog.  It is the 
responsibility of the dog owner to 
ensure that any wildlife is not 
harmed (or domestic animal or 
human for that matter!!) - unfortu-
nately even though the majority of 
dog owners are very careful and 
"do the right thing" - with other 
dog owners  this is not the case 
and hence why these attacks oc-
cur. 
 
Kai was in a very bad shape on 
arrival in that he had lost a fair amount of blood, 
had horrific puncture wounds to his groin and 
hindquarters and was in great pain. 
 
We spent a number of hours getting him over the 
shock of the attack - lots of fluids, oxygen, pain 
killers and warmth.  Once he appeared to have 
stabilized we then worked on his injuries.  It also 
looked like he had a dislocation of his left hip joint 
as well. 
 

As his injuries were quite severe and the fact he 
had lost so much blood we were not very confi-
dant of him surviving, but his big healthy young 
body more than likely helped him pull through. 
 
Kai is improving day by day.  He recently had X 
rays done of his hindquarters and thankfully the 
hip joint was not dislocated (koalas don't cope 
very well with repositioning joints as they tend to 
repeatedly pop back out again) but he had suf-

fered a fractured pelvis probably 
from being shaken violently by the 
dog. 
 
So "doctors orders" for Kai is to be 
rested in a confined area for 6-8 
weeks to allow the fractures to heal 
along with the damaged muscles and 
tissues courtesy of the puncture 
wounds. 
 
Thats a big ask of a sexually active 
young male koala!!!  So far he is 

complying with this but once he feels much better 
this is going to be difficult to do as Kai is not ex-
actly a "laid back dude" who happily accepts hu-
man contact and is definitely not keen on his daily 
antibiotic injections!! 
 
Nonetheless its a good news story for a change 
where dog attack injuries are concerned, and we 
are now very confident that Kai will be ready for 
release either around Christmas time or early into 
2011. 

Copyright Ebeth 

  

KOALA KAPERS  featuring Birthday Girl   by =Ebeth Oct 2010  #1   

YARD 2 

DONATIONS 
PLEASE 

I hope they 

donôt forget 

to take me in. 

Psst, Flat One, on 

the fence! They 

take me in at night.  

Lake Cathie Kai  
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Here at the Koala Hospital we have experi-
enced many euphoric and sad occasions but 
for me one of the most gut wrenching of all 
was on Sunday 3

rd
 September when we lost 

our little Bea.  Beaôs story has been docu-
mented before but just to refresh Bea came 
into our lives on 18

th
 December 2008, 4 

months old and weighing just 445 grams.  
She had fallen approximately 20 metres from 
her mother to the 
ground. 
 
She remained in 
home care for 
almost a year un-
til she was 
deemed ready to 
take her place in 
the ñkindergartenò yard at the koala hospital.  
Bea shared her yard with two other joeys but 
she always seemed ódifferentô.  She did not 
mature as the other two, she wouldnôt climb 
very high in the tree and she was very fussy 
about what type of eucalypt leaf she would 
eat which eventually became a problem.  If 
she didnôt like the types of leaf brought in for 
the day she just would not eat and as a result 
she had to be taken back into home care on 
two separate occasions because she be-
came dehydrated. 
 
It was thought that Bea may have suffered 
some brain damage in her fall so in order to 
keep her healthy we decided to build her her 
own special yard (The Bea Hive) with a 
smaller tree and our leaf collectors made 
sure she had at least one of her preferred 
type of leaf each day.  She absolutely 

loved her milk formula and as soon as she 
saw a volunteer heading her way with a con-
tainer in hand she would immediately climb 
down her tree onto the gunyah waiting and 
then with one hand would hold onto the con-
tainer whilst being fed. 
 
Bea was always a concern for us as she just 
wouldnôt thrive as she should.  Her weight 
fluctuated around 4 kilos.  Our concern for 
Bea deepened the week of her death as her 
weight started to fall so blood tests were 
taken with the results proving negative but 
she continued to look unwell. This sudden 
illness unfortunately followed all the other 
problems Bea had throughout her short life ï 
we simply could not come up with any con-
crete answers as nothing pointed to anything 
specific.  By Saturday I knew she was in big 
trouble and I telephoned Cheyne our Super-
visor and asked to bring her home to care for 
her but nothing could have been done to 
save our little Bea. A post mortem revealed 
she died very quickly of septicaemia, the 
cause unknown. 
 
Bea was much loved by all and her passing 
has left a big hole in our hearts. She died at 
home with me for which I was grateful ï that 
was where her journey began and where she 
needed to be for it to end. 

 
   Barbara Barrett  
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It was with some trepidation that volunteers viewed 
the early morning sky on the day of the Family Fun 
Day at the koala hospital at Port Macquarie.  Rain 
had fallen overnight and the darkening sky did not 
bode well for the day ahead.  Nevertheless the un-
daunted volunteers got going with a will, and by 
9am all was in readiness for the first visitors. 
 
The threatening rain had held off so far, and there 
was an atmosphere of hope among the workers.  
The BBQ was fired up and was ready to go.  This is 
always a great fundraiser for the hospital at any of 
the events held throughout the year.  This one was 
to be no different and the volunteers who manned it 
during the day did a wonderful job.  One of the BBQ 
helpers had come all the way from the Netherlands.  
Carla is the 
representa-
tive for the 
Koala Hospi-
tal over there 
and she cer-
tainly worked 
hard while on 
her visit here. 
 
There were 
plenty of stalls to cater for the buying public; cake, 
craft, plants, and the white elephant stall, and wine 
raffles being drawn during the day.  The main raffle 
was the money tree, with instant scratchies growing 
out of the branches, and a second prize of a beauti-
fully crafted wishing well, with third prize being a 
family pass to Billabong Koala Park.  All prizes were 
donations, and our thanks go to all those who con-
tributed them. The most incredible draw took place, 
with the three winners being named White, Brown 
and Reid (almost red!) 
 
There was morning tea for the adults, and face 
painting courtesy of Bunnings Warehouse for the 

children.  The puppet 
show was supposedly 
for the children also, but 
watching the audience, 
it was apparent that the 
adults enjoyed it as well!  
The theme of the show 
was to educate children 
about road safety for the 
koalas. They  sat en-
thralled as the puppets 

told the story, and they would have returned home 
with a lot more knowledge about our little furry 
friends. 
 
Our koala mascot, True Blue, entertained the crowd 
with some of his antics, and he was ably assisted 

by another mascot, Wizzy the Water Drop.  They 
were accompanied 
by the local Young 
Guns Youth Band, 
who performed 
throughout the day 
and brightened up 
the atmosphere 
with their music. 
 

ñWalk and talkò 
v o l u n t e e r s 
took visitors on 
tours during 
the day, ac-
quainting them 
with the details 
of the resident 
koalas and 

explaining what the hospital was doing to help the 
sick and injured animals return to the wild.  The 
public was very generous with donations, and the 
kiosk did a roaring trade selling koala souvenirs. 
 
The Port Macquarie team from the NSW Fire Bri-

gade brought 
one of their fire 
engines to the 
hospital  and 
gave a talk on 
fire safety. The 
children were 
encouraged to 
ask questions 
and investigate 
the engine thor-

oughly.  Perhaps in a few years time, one or more 
of those children could be helping to keep the next 
generation safe from the hazards of fires. 
 
 Happily, the rain held off until almost the finish, and 
another successful event could be attributed to 
Robyne, who had organised the day so well.  The 
volunteers did a wonderful job, and thanks must go 
to all who gave of their time to ensure the great out-
come. 

FAMILY FUN DAY OCTOBER 3 RD 2010 

© Gerry Walsh 

© Gerry Walsh 

© Michael Stiller 

© Gerry Walsh 

© Gerry Walsh 

 
A special thanks to all those who  
donated so generously towards our  

recent Family Fun Day  
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Even though the recent radio tracking programme 
undertaken by hospital staff, RTA, NPWS and  Dr 
Stephen Phillips was hugely successful (see 
June 2010 Gum Tips), one particular koala re-
peatedly evaded capture at the end of the track-
ing programme to remove her radio collar for the 
final time.  All of the other koalas, eight in all, 
were easily captured, assessed and had their ra-
dio collars removed after six months of their 
every move being followed and recorded.  All had 
gained weight, were looking spectacular and 
were doing all the normal koala behaviours we 
expected of them. 
 
ñRTA P.D.ò  as this young female koala was 
called, was an extremely difficult cus-
tomer!!  Steve Phillips made three special trips to 
the translocation site to find, and endeavour to 
capture ñPDò to remove her radio collar.    P.D. 
not only decided to surprisingly move location 
from where she had been comfortably positioned 
for the six month period, she actually had moved 
some two kilometres west of her original estab-
lished area.  This was totally unexpected, espe-
cially for a young female koala. 
 
 P.D. became increasingly ñtrap shyò and failed to 
be caught in the specially designed trap (which 
has a very high success rate for capture) which 
was a very frustrating thing. 
 
So Plan B was enacted which was three able 
bodied rescue personnel, a tree climber well 
versed in koala capture and his observer on the 
ground.  Finding P.D. was the first problem, 
which thankfully only took around 20 minutes of 
pulling up in the car, jumping out and using the 
radio tracking equipment (an antenna and re-
ceiver and focusing on the frequency that was 
specially configured for P.D. on her radio collar). 
We had to stop and zoom in three times but it 
was great to hear that ñping pingò noise.   Poor 
Steve Phillips had taken four hours  to locate her 
some 2 kilometres west of RTA Stevo two nights 
previously, and had flagged a couple of trees with 
pink flagging tape showing her last location ï it 
made our job so much easier to find her.  He had 
done all the hard work, not us. 
 
Thank goodness we had Peter the tree 
climber  as it would have been impossible to 
reach her some 40 metres above us in very 
thickly vegetated country.  Peter very quickly 

climbed a Swamp Mahog-
ony that was adjacent to the 
group of Melaleucas P.D. 
was in,  and using an exten-
sion pole began to encour-
age her down towards 
where we were.  P.D. was 
pretty smart and jumped 
from tree to tree but was 
outsmarted by ñpoles and 
flagsò coming from all directions!!! 
 
We finally caught her in a rather non text book 
ungracious way, and decided not to prolong the 
stress on her by quickly weighing her, giving her 
a health assessment, removing the radio collar 
and getting her back up the tree as quickly as 
possible.  P.D. had not only gained good weight 

in her time  in 
the bush, but 
looked mag-
nificent with a 
soft, grey full 
fur coat.  PD 
was certainly 
heading to be 
an alpha fe-
male in the 
pack!! 

 
It was so relieving to know all the koalas in this 
translocation programme had been successfully 
released and established in their new loca-
tion, utilising a set method that has proven to 
work very well.  Following their movements for 
the last six months via radio tracking was invalu-
able and we learnt so much about koala social 
behaviour and social hierarchy. 
 
The methods employed will soon be published in 
various scientific journals and hopefully will be-
come protocol for translocation projects in the 
future.  It is definitely not simply a matter 
of  ñputting a koala in the bushò and hoping all is 
well.  That does not work at all.  Every koala in-
volved in this project was meticulously placed in 
specific locations and under specific conditions 
and it worked extremely well, and this project is 
something the Koala Hospital is very proud to 
have played a major role in. 
 

Radio Tracking Story  
 

There is always one isnõt there??? 
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 from the Presidentôs Penfrom the Presidentôs Pen  

Supervisor½s Report 

The last three months have been quite differ-
ent to the norm with very few admissions to 
the hospital.  Unfortunately those that have 
come into the hospital mostly have not been 
in good shape with a number of motor vehicle 
injured koalas who have not survived and a 
small number of dog attack admissions who 
also have not fared too well.  Thankfully we 
have one dog attack patient (see story) who 
is doing extremely well especially when we 
didnôt think he would make the first twenty 
four hours. 
 
So the list of patients has been quite low.  
Nonetheless we have had quite a high num-
ber of calls based on sightings and 
"relocations".  These koalas have mainly 
been super healthy, in good condition and 
simply are just finding themselves in dicky 
places such as near dogs, up power poles or 
heading down main roads into the CBD.  This 
certainly indicates that there are indeed good 
numbers of koalas out there in "koalaland" 
and all is not lost. 
 
We recently had Lisa Black from Sydney Uni-

versity working on her PhD with us which has 
been good - Lisa will be back early next year. 
 
As things have been so quiet, we have had 
double the amount of volunteers to the 
amount of koalas - the koalas have certainly 
got the "extra' royal treatment. 
 
We successfully completed our radio tracking 
programme with Dr Stephen Phillips and RTA 
with the last collar coming off a small female 
koala in late October.  All of this work will be 
published shortly. 
 
We also have successfully released four 
hand-raised joeys into some excellent habitat 
in the Dooragan National Park (south of Port 
Macquarie) with the view of establishing a 
new koala colony there. 
 
We hope things continue to remain quiet and 
we wish everyone a wonderful peaceful 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
 
 

To the staff and local volunteers and espe-
cially the committee; for your tremendous 
commitment to the work of the Koala Hospital 
in 2010; thank you for a job well done.  
 
This is where teamwork pays off and we see 
the results of our efforts to rescue and reha-
bilitate koalas, to increase habitat and to edu-

cate and influence the 
local and greater com-
munities. 
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With Christmas get-
ting ever closer, now 
is the time to think 
about gifts for 
friends and family.  
By adopting a wild 
koala, you can give 
the lasting gift of 
helping our much 
loved marsupials.  It 

is ideal for those who are 
especially difficult to buy for, 
and with the rising cost of 
postage to overseas family, 
this is the perfect gift. 

 

For just $50, your adoption 
package consists of a photo 
and story of the koala you 
have chosen from the many 
available, plus a book and 
sticker.  A copy of our quarterly newsletter is also 
included.  All the koalas on the adoption list have 
been admitted at some time to the Port Mac-
quarie Koala Hospital and released after receiv-
ing the relevant treatment. 

 

Some of the koalas available for adoption are 
seen here; other photos may be accessed on our 
website www.koalahospital.org.au,  or you can 
visit the hospital, where the complete range can 
be seen in book 
form. 

Dennis Van Mill is certainly do-
ing his bit for koala habitat. He 
has donated over 100 solid 
stakes to Milicia McCosh, our 
ecological consultant, which 
she can use for the food tree 
planting she is heavily involved 
with. These trees are neces-
sary to help replace the ones 

which have been removed due 
to housing developments and 
for other reasons. The young 
plants are highly vulnerable, 
and need to be protected until 
they are a reasonable size. 
These stakes will increase 
their chances of reaching ma-
turity.  

Special Thanks 

Adopt a Wild Koala 

The Tiller Noah 

Bonny Hills Dianne 

Crescent Head Jimmy 

Roto Mikki 

http://www.koalahospital.org.au


Gum Tips  Page 8 

 GUM TIPS KIDSõ CORNER 
The Adventures of Bruce and Macca. 

 

At the end of the last epi-
sode, we had left Bruce 

and Macca talking to their new friend, Will the 
wallaby, who was concerned about some 
strange happenings in the area near Port Mac-
quarie in which he lived with many other Aus-
tralian animals. 
 
ñThis used to be such a quiet place, 
with plenty of food for all of usò, Will 
told the two koalas.  ñNow the trees 
are being cut down, and humans are 
taking over our habitat.  Itôs becoming 
more difficult every day to find enough 
food to keep us going.  The grassy ar-
eas where the kangaroos and walla-
bies grazed are getting smaller and 
the eucalyptus trees the koalas live in 
are disappearing at quite a frightening 
rateò 
 
Bruce was a bit worried about hearing Willôs 
story.  ñThis will affect us too, Macca.  We need 
the gum trees for food and shelter ourselves.  
We will have to arrange a meeting with some of 
the other animals to see if we can find a solu-

tion to this problem.  Can 
you do this, Will?ò 
 
ñThat wonôt be a problem, 
Bruce.  Give me until to-
morrow afternoon and I 
can contact as many of 
the animals as possible 
that are being affected by 
this situation. There are 
other koalas here as well 
as yourselves, but we 
thought you would know 

more about the outside world than they do. We 
can meet here under your tree in the late after-
noon, as like you, most of us rest during the 
day.  If we all stick together, we might be able 
to find a way out of this.ò 
 
Next day at the appointed time, Bruce and 
Macca climbed down from their tree to find 

quite a gathering of ani-
mals waiting for them.  Will 
introduced them to every-
one, but the one Bruce was most  interested in 
was the George the galah. 
 
ñGeorge, you can be of great help to usò, he 
said.  ñCan you fly to the edge of the animalsô 

habitat and bring us the news of 
whatever is happening over there?  
If you leave now, you can be back 
here before darkò. 
 
All the animals waited expectantly 
for George to return.  At last the 
whirr of his wings was heard and he 
alighted on a tree branch just above 
them. 
 
ñThere are many trucks and tractors 

cutting down trees and digging up the land 
where our trees and grass wereò, he an-
nounced.  ñThere isnôt going to be a lot of 
space left here for us soonò. 
 
ñThis is what we were afraid ofò, cried Will.  
ñWhat can we do?ò 
 
ñWellò, said Bruce, ñI think we really only have 
one option, and that is for us to move further 
away from the problem humans are creating for 
us.  If we go in the opposite direction, there are 
more trees and open spaces there, so we will 
just have to make a home in another areaò. 
 
ñIt will be very sad for most of usò replied Will.  
ñWe have lived here for so long, itôs difficult to 
imagine being anywhere else.  I realise that 
there is no alternative if we want to survive, but 
it wonôt be easyò. 
 
ñRightò said Macca.  ñI know itôs not going to be 
so hard on Bruce and me because weôve only 
just arrived here, but I think we should make a 
start on moving as soon as possible.  We must 
try to get as many animals together as we can 
and go togetherò. 
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Will spoke to the gathered animals about this 
plan, and they all agreed they would have to 
travel further afield to have a chance of sur-
vival.  As well as losing trees and habitat, there 
was the danger of the dogs that always arrived 
with the humans when new houses were built.   
 
It was arranged that many of the kangaroos, 
wallabies and other koalas would leave the 
next afternoon.  The birds were not so badly 
affected by the new buildings as they had more 
freedom, but George the galah and some of his 
mates said they would travel some of the way 
with the animals so they could help them from 
the air.  George had noticed that there was an 
area to the west with trees and grasslands that 
would be perfect for them.  There was also a 
flock of white cockatoos and some water birds 
who decided they too would move further west, 
where fresh water would be more freely avail-
able.  Some of the wetlands they had previ-
ously inhabited had now been drained and 
filled in and the land used for homes. 
 
Port Macquarie is certainly suffering from the 
loss of some of its animals and birds.  Progress 
is a good thing, but sometimes there can be 
too much, too soon. 
 
Bruce and Macca will continue their story in the 
next edition of Gum Tips, when they make their 
way to another area and a new way of life. 
 
 

Solution to puzzle in Sept. issue  

News clipping from  
Port Macquarie Express  

dated 27 October 2010 

THANK YOU 
 

The koalas would like to 
thank members of the public 
for their generosity in filling 

up the donation boxes which 
are distributed around the 

area. 


